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and that the work was carried out with capital privately
subscribed, he did not think that any difficulty would
be raised in England.
The next day the Viceroy received the state function-
aries and foreign representatives and publicly
announced his resolution to open up the Isthmus of
Suez by means of a maritime canal, and that he was
entrusting the formation of a company composed of
the capitalists of all nations to M. Ferdinand de Lesseps.
Mr. Bruce was somewhat ill at ease at this determined
official statement, made before his Government had
had any opportunity to consider it; but the repre-
sentative of the United States responded in a favour-
able sense. The Viceroy was in high spirits. " Well,
M. de Leon," he addressed the latter, " we are going
to start an opposition to the Isthmus of Panama, and
we shall be done before you."
The audience ended, to be followed immediately by
the hasty penning of numerous despatches as the various
foreign representatives rushed to communicate to their
respective Governments the momentous news.
All this had happened within three weeks from the
day that De Lesseps had set foot in Egypt. His bold-
ness, his address, his enthusiasm, his powers of persua-
sion, his standing with the Viceroy, had carried all
before him. The right man, at the right time, and in
the right way, had successfully launched the great
enterprise. It was a personal triumph.
De Lesseps was not a man to rest on his laurels. No
sooner had he obtained Said's support than he set about
prosecuting his enterprise with vigour. It was in his
nature to hustle, to get things done. Probably he